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News from the Chair 

News from Your Chair 
Submitted by: Heather Becker 
Region Chair from VIT Education 
Association 

Welcome Back!  I hope everyone had a great summer.  I 
am excited to let you know what we have been doing 
during the break.   

In June, we had a planning meeting to review the 
activities of last year and plan new ones for the upcoming 
school year.    During the meeting, we decided that since 
we have a fully staffed office again, we would like focus 
on having more trainings, for us to be more involved in the 
locals, and to have more local involvement in the region 
activities.  

At the beginning of July, you were well represented at the 
NEA Representative Assembly in Boston, 
Massachusetts.  Peggy Newberry, Jose Galvan, and Mark 
Holaway joined me for a week at the meeting. While we 
were there we discussed the challenges that we face in 
education and listened to some inspiring speakers, 
including LeVar Burton from "Reading Rainbow."  

We also added something new to our summer.  During 
the middle of July, Craig, Dee, Tiffany and I invited all of 
our local presidents to join us for lunch.  We went to five 
different places around the region where we were able to 
meet with and visit with several of the presidents.  The 
purpose of these visits was to get to know each other a 
little better and to learn how we can serve each of the 
locals in a better way.  

To end the summer, we had our annual Membership 
Kickoff Meeting. The day was packed full of visitors.  We 
heard from IEA, Norine Hammond, and C.D. Davidsmeyer 
about school funding in Illinois. We also learned about 
ways to save money from NEA Member Benefits and 

Horace Mann.  Along with the visitors, we had breakout 
sessions on TRS, IMRF, PERA, 
Membership Engagement, and had 

training on membership processing and for treasurers.  

We are looking forward to the new year!  We have some 
new and exciting things that we are wanting to get started 
here in Region 12.  I am looking forward to seeing you at 
Regional Council and other region events so I can let you 
know what else we have planned!  

Welcome Back! 
Submitted by: Dee Emmons 
Region 12; UniServ Director 
 

Welcome back! I hope you have had a great start to this 
school year. Can you tell me what marriage, the United 
States, and your local have in common? They are all 
unions. Their strength is derived from their desire to work 
towards a common goal and overcome all of the 
obstacles, trials and tribulations that will spring up along 
the way. All three of these unions are based on 
relationships and how important those relationships are in 
our lives. 
 
Your local needs you and every member to actively work 
together to find your voice and use it for the benefit of 
all—now and for those to come after us. In our Region, we 
are noticeably under-funded. Through no fault of our own, 
many of our schools do not have the funds to pay 
teachers enough to come, or enough to stay. Many of our 
schools have been forced to resort to hiring substitutes to 
fill a vacant position or place our students in front of a 
computer to take an online course so they have the 
credits necessary to graduate or attend college. What 
effect will this have on society in the generations to come? 
 
We can fix this. One-on-one conversations are the starting 
point. Build relationships and tell your story to your peers 
(members and prospective members), family, and 
friends—tell them why you are a member of your 
professional association, why it’s important to you, why it’s  
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important to our students, our communities, and our 
future—explain the importance of public education and 
the part you play in educating the next generation. Be an 
active part of your local. There are over 133,000 IEA 
members. Each of those members have family and 
friends. All of us individually have a voice, and together 
we have one of the largest voices in the state. It is up to 
us to fix this because we live in the world of public 
education and we understand it best. So, start talking! 

 
 

School Funding News 
Submitted by: Craig Burns 
Service Area J; UniServ Director 

 
Last week, the Illinois legislature ended their latest 
standoff by passing SB 1947, an evidence-based funding 
model for Illinois school districts.  While this particular 
piece of legislation puts the state on a path to equitable 
school funding for the first time in history, the final bill is a 
bit of a mixed bag that includes some features that IEA 
has spent years combating. 
 
Included in the bill is a 75% tax credit for donations to 
private school scholarship funds. The plan will operate as 
a pilot program for the next five years, after which it will 
need to be renewed or allowed to expire. 
 
SB 1947 also includes some mandate relief sought by 
some in government. The bill allows districts to reduce 
daily PE requirements to no less than 3 days per week 
and makes it easier for students in grades 7-12 to seek 
PE waivers if they are involved in school athletics.  
 
Additionally, districts can now use a third party to provide 
Derivers’ Education without the requirement for waivers. 
The long-term impacts of these changes are yet unknown 
and will require constant monitoring. In the meantime, the 
IEA will be working to educate communities and families 
on how they can minimize the negative impact some of 
the provisions could have on their communities. 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Illinois Education Association 
116 West Lafayette 
Rushville, IL 62681 

Phone: 217-322-2101 
Toll Free: 800-253-1257 

Fax: 217-322-2130 
 

Region 12 Executive Committee: 
Chair Person: Heather Becker 

Email: heather.becker@ieanea.org 
 

Vice Chairperson: VACANT 
 

Secretary: VACANT 
 

Treasurer: Dian Tolles 
Email: dtolz20@frontiernet.net 

 
Region 12 Office Staff: 

UniServ Director: Craig Burns 
Craig.Burns@ieanea.org 

UniServ Director: Dee Emmons 
Dee.Emmons@ieanea.org 

UniServ Associate: Tiffany Maxwell 
Tiffany.Maxwell@ieanea.org 

 

Upcoming Events:  

Tuesday 9/5/2017-Training (5pm) & 

Region Council Meeting (6pm) 

Saturday 9/23/2017-Bargaining Workshop 

Location: TBD 

Tuesday 10/3/2017- Training (5pm) & 

Region Council Meeting (6pm) 

Saturday 10/7/2017-Bargaining Workshop 

Location: TBD 

Monday 10/9/2017-Columbus Day/Office 

Closed 

Saturday 10/21/2017-Bargaining 

Workshop 

Location: TBD 
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